REMARKS 



Claim 1 has been amended and claims 15-17 are cancelled. 

The Examiner asserts that the present invention is obvious over US2005/0181052(D1) in 
view of USP 6,887,307(D2). However, the present invention is not obvious over Dl and D2. 

Capsules used widely in pharmaceutical preparations are gelatin capsules or HPMC 
capsules. On the other hand, pullulan capsules are not generally used for the reasons that there 
are not many manufacturers of pullulan capsules and the pullulan capsule was developed only 
recently (pullulan itself is used in the food and pharmaceutical industries for more than 25 years 
(see paragraph 2 in the attached document (product information of NPcaps Capsule)). 

Therefore, when a capsule other than a gelatin capsule is used, those skilled in the art will 
naturally select HPMC capsules known to be safe and useful. Under the circumstances, the 
inventors daringly selected a pullulan capsule and confirmed the stability of the pullulan capsule 
to reach the present invention. 

Additionally, the amended claimed invention contains at least two solid preparations 
having different medicine release properties. Therefore, the present invention in which the 
combined solid preparations having different medicine release properties are encapsulated into 
the pullulan capsule is not obvious over Dl and 2. 

Favorable consideration and allowance is solicited. 
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